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A Different  Bird  Hike 

A type  of  hireling  that  seems  to  have  few  followers,  but  yet  is  a very  interest- 
ing one  to  those  who  have  tried  it,  is  looking  for  dead  birds.  Of  course  a trip  of 
this  nature  restricts  the  observers  to  a locality  where  dead  birds  are  likely  to  be 
found.  The  best  place  is  probably  along  the  ocean  shore,  where  birds  are  washed 
up  on  the  sand.  Although  it  never  replaces  the  observation  of  live  birds  - - with 
their  colors,  songs,  and  actions^ — it  offers  a change  and  an  opportunity  to  make  a 
closer  study  than  is  otherwise  possible  in  the  field. 

On  Sunday,  December  4,  1932,  we  hiked  from  the  Cliff  House,  San  Francisco, 
down  the  coast  for  about  five  miles.  The  beach  opposite  Golden  Gate  Park  is 
usually  kept  quite  cleared  of  dead  birds,  but  farther  on  we  found  quite  a number. 
In  all  there  were  sixty-eight  individuals  of  fourteen  species. 

Twenty-two  Glaucous-winged  Gulls  comprised  the  largest  number  for  any  one 
species.  The  others  noted  were  as  follows:  seven  Surf  Scoters,  six  California 
Gulls,  five  Holboell  Grebes,  four  Western  Gulls,  three  Scaup,  and  one  each  of 
Herring  Gull,  White-winged  Scoter,  Ruddy  Duck,  Short-billed  Gull,  Sooty  Shear- 
water, Baird  Cormorant  and  Western  Grebe.  We  also  found  fifteen  gulls  that 
were  beyond  classification. 

Comparing  this  list  with  one  obtained  by  Gordon  Bolander  and  Bob  Failing 
on  October  9,-  1932,  covering  the  same  area  except  for  an  extended  mile  down  the 
coast,  we  find  several  interesting  facts.  Murres  are  entirely  missing  from  the 
December  4th  list  while  the  October  9th  list  includes  forty-four.  There  were 
twenty-four  Sooty  Shearwaters  on  the  October  9th  list  to  one  on  the  Decembe  ■ 
4th.  Our  list  was  almost  entirely  composed  of  gulls  while  that  of  the  October  9th 
had  comparatively  few;  with  the  Glaucous-winged  Gull  entirely  missing,  probably 
because  of  the  much  earlier  season.  A high  tide  had  evidently  covered  many  of 
the  birds  with  sand.  Most  of  those  found  on  December  4th  wei'e  in  very  good  con- 
dition, showing  that  they  had  but  recently  been  washed  ashore. 

Other  birds  on  the  earlier  date  that  are  not  found  on  the  latter  are:  Cassin 
and  Rhinoceros  Auklets,  Pacific  Fulmar,  Craveri  Murrelet,  Tufted  Puffin,  Eared 
Grebe,  Brandt  and  Farallon  Cormorants,  Pink-footed  Shearwater,  Mallard,  Fork- 
tailed Petrel,  and  one  Red-shafted  Flicker. 

The  skin  of  the  Craveri  Murrelet  was  taken  to  the  University  of  California 
and  was  identified  by  Miss  Margaret  Wythe. 

Robert  Taylor  and  Robert  Failing,  Oakland,  California. 


Back  Yard  Birding 

Keeping  a record  of  one’s  back  yard  bird  observations  is  a very  interesting 
study.  For  the  past  few  years  I have  enjoyed  doing  this  and  have  been  quite 
amazed  at  the  list  obtained,  and  at  the  number  of  birds  attracted  to  my  feeding 
station. 

Our  yard  is  about  two  and  one-half  acres,  and  is  located  at  the  end  of  a blind 
street  near  the  foothills  in  East  Oakland  so  that  we  are  not  surrounded  by  build- 
ings, but  on  one  side  we  have  an  open  field  and  fruit  orchards  on  two  of  the  other 
sides.  As  a large  portion  of  it  is  open  field  with  a few  scattered  fruit  trees,  it  is 
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very  attractive  to  meadowlarks,  pipits,  etc.  A group  of  fine  Monterey  pines, 
approximately  sixty  years  old,  draw  more  than  their  quota  of  feathered  friends. 
Many  other  trees  and  shrubs  are  present,  including:  Monterey  cypress,  acacia, 
eucalyptus,  live  oak,  blackberry  brambles  and  a thick  growth  of  rose  bushes. 

By  providing  water,  food  and  nesting  boxes  I have  increased  the  number  of 
individual  visitors  but  have  not  added  any  new  species  through  these  measures. 

The  following  is  the  complete  list  of  birds  visiting  my  yard.  Those  marked 
with  an  asterisk  nested  there. 


Shari>shinned  Hawk 
Cooper  Hawk 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
Sparrow  Hawk 
California  Quail 
Kill  deer 
California  Gull 
Western  Gull 
♦Mourning  Dove 
♦Barn  Owl 
Screech  Owl 
♦Horned  Owl 
♦Anna  Hummingbird 
♦Allen  Hummingbird 
Hairy  Woodpecker 
♦Downy  Woodpecker 
Nuttall  Woodpecker 
Red-breasted  Sapsucker 
♦Red-shafted  Flicker 
Say  Phoebe 
Black  Phoebe 
Olive-sided  Flycatcher 
Wood  Pewee 
♦Western  Flycatcher 
Barn  Swallow 
Cliff  Swallow 
Crested  Jay 
California  .Jay 

In  addition  to  the 


Plain  Titmouse 
Bush-tit 

Slender-billed  Nuthatch 
Red-breasted  Nuthatch 
Wren-tit 
Bewick  Wren 
♦House  Wren 
♦Winter  Wren 
Western  Mockingbird 
California  Thrasher 
Russet-backed  Thrush 
Dwarf  Hermit  Thrush 
Varied  Thrush 
♦Western  Robin 
Western  Bluebird 
Western  Gnatcatcher 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
Pipit 
Cedar  Waxwing 
♦California  Shrike 
Cassin  Vireo 
Hutton  Vireo 
Warbling  Vireo 
Calaveras  Warbler 
Lutescent  Warbler 
Myrtle  Warbler 
Aubudon  Warbler 
above  the  following  species 


Townsend  Warbler 
Pileolated  Warbler 
Red-winged  Blackbird 
♦Meadowlark 
♦Bullock  Oriole 
♦Brewer  Blackbird 
Western  Tanager 
Black-headed  Grosbeak 
Lazuli  Bunting 
♦English  Sparrow 
♦Purple  Finch 
♦House  Finch 
Willow  Goldfinch 
♦Green-backed  Goldfinch 
Pine  Siskin 
Spotted  Towhee 
♦Brown  Towhee 
Savannah  Sparrow 
Pox  Spari’ow 
Slate-colored  Junco 
Junco 

Chipping  Sparrow 
Gambel  Sparrow 
Nuttall  Sparrow 
Golden-crowned 
SpaiTow  ■ 

♦Song  Sparrow 
Lincoln  Sparrow 
have  been  observed  flying 


overhead:  Great  Blue  Heron,  Canada  and  Snow  Geese  and  Pintail  Duck. 
Robert  Taylor,  Oakland,  California.  November  15,  1932. 


Animated  Color  Patterns 

In  his  essay  “Goat  Feathers,”  Ellis  Parker  Butler  says:  “Goat-feathers  are 
the  distractions,  side  lines  and  deflections  that  take  a man’s  attention  from  his 
own  business.”  There  are  “goat-feathers”  to  almost  any  undertaking — bird  study, 
for  example. 

For  some  years  I have  made  observations  on  the  way  in  which  birds  settle  in 
a tree-top,  to  see  if  the  whole  flock  faces  in  the  same  direction.  My  mind  has  often 
been  distracted  from  the  main  business  in  hand  by  the  color  pattern  the  birds 
make  in  the  tree.  In  windless  weather  birds  will  not  all  perch  facing  one  way.  In 
a group  of  robins  the  rich  rufous  breasts  are  in  contrast  to  the  flat  slate-colored 
backs. 

Another  picture  which  made  a side  line  in  the  study  of  perching  birds  was  a 
leafless  tree  with  a flock  of  red  heads  or  linnets  perching  in  the  sun  facing  me. 
They  were  joined  by  western  blue  birds  that  turned  their  backs  to  me,  making  a 
vivid  color  pattern. 

One  of  the  keenest  of  memories  was  that  of  a male  western  blue  bird  drop- 
ping to  the  ground  beside  a purple  lupin  in  full  bloom. 

Cornelia  C.  Pringle,  San  Francisco,  California.  March  14,  1933. 
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March  Field  Trip  was  taken  on  Sunday,  the  12th,  to  I’oint  Bonita,  Marin 
County,  with  eleven  nieinliers  and  four  guests. 

The  light  rain  which  was  tailing  when  the  party  boarded  the  ferry  had 
stopped  by  the  time  Sausalilo  was  reacdied.  But  the  dark,  heavy  clouds  and  brisk 
wind  linally  fullilled  their  threat  and  our  party  experienced  the  thrill  of  birding 
in  a thunder  storm  accompanied  by  hail.  Some  of  the  party  returned  to  Sausalito 
at  noon;  others  continued  on  to  Rodeo  Lagoon  and  the  lighthouse. 

The  spiiiig  migration  ot  the  Bonaparte  Gulls  is  well  under  way,  judging  from 
the  number  seen  from  the  ferry  boat. 

The  outstanding  records  for  the  day  were  a Lewis  Woodpecker  noted  in  the 
oaks  just  outside  Sausalito,  a Marbled  Murrelet,  a Wandering  Tattler  and  Surf- 
birds  at  Point  Bonita. 

A total  of  seventy-seven  species  was  noted  as  follows: 


Pacific  Loon 

Glaucous-winged  Gull 

Varied  Thrush 

Red-throated  Loon 

Western  Gull 

Hermit  Thrush 

Eared  Grebe 

Herring  Gull 

Western  Bluebird 

Western  Grebe 

California  Gull 

Ruby-Crowned  Kinglet 

Farallon  Cormorant 

Ring-billed  Gull 

Pipit 

Brandt  Cormoi-ant 

Short-billed  Gull 

Hutton  Vireo 

Baird  Cormorant 

Bonaparte  Gull 

Myrtle  Warbler 

Great  Blue  Heron 

California  Mur  re 

Aububon  Warbler 

Mallard  Duck 

Marbled  Murrelet 

English  Sparrow 

Canvas-back 

Barn  Owl 

Meadowlark 

Lesser  Scaup  Duck 

Anna  Hummingbird 

Red-winged  Blackbird 

White-winged  Scoter 

Allen  Hummingbird 

Brewer  Blackbird 

Surf  Scoter 

Red-shafted  Flicker 

Purple  Finch 

Ruddy  Duck 

California  Woodpecker 

Linnet 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

Lewis  Woodpecker 

Pine  Siskin 

Cooper  Hawk 

Downy  Woodpecker 

Willow  Goldfinch 

Red-tailed  Hawk 

Black  Phoebe 

Green-backed  Goldfinch 

Marsh  Hawk 

California  Jay 

Spurred  Towhee 

Sparrow  Hawk 

Raven 

Brown  Towhee 

California  Quail 

Western  Crow 

Savannah  Sparrow 

Coot 

Chestnut-backed  Chickadee 

Junco 

Killdeer 

Plain  Titmouse 

Nuttall  Sparrow 

Surf-bird 

Bush-tit 

Golden-crowned  Sparrow 

Spotted  Sandpiper 

Wren-tit 

Pox  Sparrow 

Wandering  Tattler 

Bewick  Wren 

Song  Sparrow 

Sanderling 

Western  Robin 

C.  A.  Bryant,  Historian. 


v't  ^ 

Bird  Life  in  Ojai  Valley 

The  wealth  of  bird  life  in  Ojai  Valley,  Ventura  County,  is  most  interesting, 
particularly  the  flocks  of  wild  band-tailed  pigeons,  Columha  fasciatu,  also  Valley 
Quail,  Doves,  Robins  and  the  noisy  Crows,  while  the  Woodpeckers,  Flickers  and 
a host  of  “small  fry”  are  attractive. 

My  home  is  on  the  edge  of  Ojai  town  and  adjoins  a large  mesa  about  a half 
mile  in  diameter,  which  is  covered  with  large  oak  trees  with  no  brush  but  beauti- 
ful meadows  of  green  grass  underfoot. 

Within  ten  minutes’  walk  today  I saw  between  400  and  500  Band-tailed 
Pigeons  and  picked  up  a handful  of  tail  feathers  underneath  one  of  their  roosts. 
They  are  very  waiy  and  rush  away  with  a great  rustle  of  wings  from  fifty  to  a 
hundred  yards  ahead  of  the  walker. 

M.  Hall  McAllister,  Ojai,  California.  March  10,  1933. 
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Audubon  Notes 


April  Meeting:  The  regular  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Thursday,  the  13th,  at 
8 p.  in.,  room  19,  Feri'y  Building. 

The  speaker  of  the  evening  will  be 
Dr.  William  E.  Ritter,  Director  Emeri- 
tus of  the  Scripps  Institute  of  Ocean- 
ography, whose  subject  will  be  “The 
Deeper  Meaning  of  Bird  Life.” 

^ ^ ^ 

April  Field  Trip.  The  date  for  our 
regular  trip  falls  on  Easter  Sunday,  so 
the  trip  will  be  postponed  to  Sunday, 
April  23rd,  when  we  will  go  to  Lake 
Merced,  San  Francisco.  On  account  of 
the  elimination  of  duplication  of  ser- 
vice on  the  Southern  Pacific  and  Key 
System  electric  lines.  East  Bay  mem- 
bers are  advised  to  consult  the  time  ta- 
bles so  that  they  may  arrive  in  San 
Francisco  about  8:30  a.  m.  At  the  San 
Francisco  Ferry,  take  municipal  car 
marked  K,  transfer  to  M car  at  St. 
Francis  Loop  beyond  Twin  Peaks  Tun- 
nel, get  off  at  Junipero  Serra  Boule- 
vard, where  party  will  form  at  9:30. 
Bring  luncheon. 

d* 

For  Sale.  A few  sets  of  back  num- 
bers of  “The  Gull”;  also  individual 
numbers  to  replace  your  missing  ones. 

^ ^ 

March  Meeting:  The  187th  regular 
meeting  was  held  on  March  9th,  in 
room  19,  Ferry  Building,  with  forty-five 
members  and  guests  present.  President 
Charles  A.  Bryant  presiding. 

The  following  observations  were  re- 
ported: 

Commander  and  Mrs.  Parmenter: 


February  16th,  north  of  San  Pedro 
Point,  San  Mateo  County,  Western 
Harlequin  Duck;  Laguna  Salada,  Whis- 
tling Swan;  27th, Crystal  Springs  Lake, 
50+  Violet-green  Swallows;  March  7th, 
Golden  Gate  Park,  Yellow  Warbler. 

Gordon  Bolander:  March  5th,  Oak- 
land, Western  Flycatcher. 

Mrs.  Otis  H.  Smith:  March  5th  and 
15th,  Ross,  Rufous  Hummers;  15th, 
Ross,  Lutescent  Warbler. 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Stephens:  February  22nd, 
near  Rio  Vista,  Mountain  Bluebirds, 
also  observed  by  Mrs.  Otis  H.  Smith 
on  March  14th.  March  11th,  Seal  Rocks, 
Brandt  Cormorants  nesting. 

The  lecture  of  the  evening  was  given 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Dixon  of  the  University 
of  California.  His  subject  was  “Mount 
McKinley  Revisited.”  An  interesting 
comparison  of  conditions  observed  in 
1926  and  1932  was  made.  At  the  time 
of  the  earlier  visit  there  was  little 
snow,  when  surf  birds  and  their  nests 
were  found;  six  years  later  (May  1 to 
September  1,  1932)  there  was  a great 
abundance  of  snow  but  no  surf  birds 
present  and  only  a few  ptarmigans. 
The  lecture  was  illustrated  by  slides  of 
unusual  interest. 

^ ^ 

Research  Problems:  Cliff  Swallows 
are  now  returning!  Watch  for  them; 
report  nesting  colonies,  take  a census 
of  individuals,  count  completed  nests, 
also  those  started  and  abandoned, — 
number  that  break  down  from  struc- 
tui'al  weakness  or  inadequate  support, 
character  of  support  — exposure  and 
distance  from  sources  of  nesting  mud. 
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